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Abstract:

Civilization collapse scenarios highlight what for some are worrying parallels between past case studies and
societies under threat from apparently unprecedented global environmental and climate change today.
Archive-based studies of socio-economic responses to climate variability in colonial Mexico suggest that the
complex interactions between environment and society influence the degree to which regional livelihoods
may be vulnerable or resilient to disruption and also illustrate that vulnerability to change can lead to
improved understanding of risk and increased adaptive capacity. In this paper, I draw on examples to argue
that experience of climate variability, extreme weather events, or weather-related events and crises can
challenge societal resilience, but can also increase opportunities for learning and innovation, extending the
repertoire of adaptive responses. The historical examples selected might help inform the degree to which
societies can develop strategies to deal with environmental perturbations at different scales and highlight
that social breakdown and collapse are not an inevitable result of transformation.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3309716   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America
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Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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